at. 8, Frederick, %, 21701 
1 / 19 / 7 * 



Dear Trig Coffin, 

w in L2i*"°55 y °^ , tter ° f th ° 2701 very nuoh * 0ne always hopes for this reaction 
ft a ^° 80X9 At fr0m feUow Waters most of who o n ny prejudices 

tost hide (in many cases; guilt feelings. I've Just challenged J 0 e Qoulden toTdLJe, 

L^!^ 0rCOnen % 0811 ** Snf ’ iylth ***** t0 ’» «» "impartial" moderator 

lx they 11 arrange a Jury of our peers, the National Press Club. 

Your analysis is good and it is logical but I think l*s one arvor in it: Hoover 
need not have assumed the C IA did the leaking. In this case I know they didn't. What I 

™ t S H WiUlt H ?* V0 5 knaw * 1 60 know the source and it is not as represented in 

of.^cial documnhts. x uoed those in the book for other purposes, in kepnt Oswald 
when I can reture to that book I had to lay aside. I will tSlShe 
egree it wilu. hurt nooouy. < Several FBI agents liave already teen hurt. I wonder that 
Hoover dared be oo uowilessly viciouo with thea*) 

. *?*• i f ° ot to eay you are wrong about Hoover's pnrenoia. You are right and it 
ro^s back to before CIa. He wan thn same way with OSS when I was in it. It. wanted a 

total monopoly* 

If ™, ThS reaLLty 18 niUCh a0rfl COffl P lic «ted t)ian either the transcript or the book say. 

Sre^^Tth^^^Tter diBOU ° aed ' rU tSl1 y ° U ra0re ‘ Zt Ml11 fa8Cinate 

one U ' ttibeTB of aM committee copies of the book. One had 

. Vr + e ? 1 J ^“ Jj0sa f told you Heu a copy of the new book, I wondered if you would 
^1^““ «®* your newsletter how they can get it? Almost nowhere is it in 

; L tTUS ^ a one whol9aalor «h° ^ OT>]*d me on the earlier books 
. - ' p f ** ou t Washington. If he has it is news to me. The oilier one 

did not ^ 1 t y ? ne i Y !„ dea ^ t With who Bot P aid me is in New York. They not onlv 

S ia n. ,°f ?? *"* ^ At * 30 the chaaces of **ing one except from 

•ith bolAOT0 paopla alM>uld W* able to examine documents like these 

with confidence that they are the original documents. 

The only literature I have on it is the enclosed flyer. 

1 aWare °f what Tom Sosga told Kessler. I'd like to talk to him but most of 
these people are -reluctant to talk to one who hao written wliat I have. Russell wasn't. 

^2— E* OT the friendG of M «ould come to SrX* to . 

£*2 ^ ?! * C T lBqion **** had. thin does not excuse them for their own errors, 

in my view, but it does give at least a partial explanation. This is an aspect of my work 
that has eatsn ignored, t is, in fact, the doctrine of the Introduction to the fujfc boSc. 

but it ?w, Wr1 ^ y °“ 8t gr<Jater leneth about mfltter8 1 telieve -ould interest you 

^ Hi* ' I a ? l09e t0 your ^ "ork fro.,, 4-5 a.m. until alter 11 p.m. 

l ini , ~j j . U v ’ X V ' ; w ,3i ' en ab ^ fe 1"° finish the concluaians of & Watergate book 

aaid ® 18 ^Ptember for the work Jiu Lgsax and I did in the Hay caao begin, dug then 
And there is much in the draft of that Watergate bool: that also coulu int.res^^resti- 

^ 18 8 *> od ^ce in Jim and what hXs lT^t 

worSglT^ ^l ^°T e o f±r S t T ° al ° DU * 36 t00k the D * C ‘ ter8 ««er he started 
working on it. Ye^tc^day the Supreme ‘-ourt, in refusing the atate cert, uphelu a urccedcnt 

X3a2 £3 r “ 6P0tiit ° : ^ ^ t0 ui6C0 ^ ^ tahlTSSf 

proceedings. ,fhat tliia can mean in political cases, I believe, is enormous. 



Jim and I went to Momphla to try to exercise this discovery October 1. We got 
there the night before, after a day in Nashville, me with Ray at the jail and Jim going 
over a law film'B files to which we had been given access by the judge. Everyone - the 
State, the cops, the DA, the public defender, the sheriff and the entire Establishment - 
was determined to foil us. They wre able to spin our wheels. But once we established a 
willingness to confront the judge with having to consider holding them in contempt - as 
we did - and were willing to fight the State openly and vigorously, we did get enough, 
nay be 5 c /o but sensational. Even the written directives to violate Ha yU ©ouBttitutional 
rights, aitinpiea of intercepted coiecunicatioris with ell his prior counsel shd the judge 
(that on-?* was a registered letter, tco), notes he'd made for Ms own defense and for 
disousnion with his lawyers (t&icen from his cell withcnitahis knowledge by his captors) 
with receipts by tge DA for thcae illegalities and I can t begin to remomber all* The 
rotteneat contracts \ou over saw, totally unknown until then. 

The State never knew what we knew and could prove ana had samples of. Wo showed 
them one handwritten note by the DA they didn't know we had and they even lied about who 
had written it. Vith the other demonstrations of our knowing our stuff they were con- 
fronted with a serious problem* what would we pull in court if they did not comply with 
the discovery orders. 

Wo even had them dredfjkng the former DA'b basement and coming up with stolen files! 

I an not a lawyer. Jin has not yet taken liib first cane before n jury. So we did 
have a few handicaps. But with then Jim has established this significant precedent. Until 
the Nixon court ozun accept a case in vrtilch xlm l^ovi'OTo e&u* t bo presented to it as we 
did in slight maasuiv# in Jim's brief ana all officialdom knew we could add to. 

For a first-case lawyer thiu an; what else he did is, I think, a legitimate story. 

His first - only - deposition was of Percy Foreman. Foreman did not show up for 
the hearing. Neither did Bill Euie. (.Part of wiiat he have on both is in my Frame-Up. 
Discovery added ccnaido ruble despite non-compliance*) Foreman fled a TV studio in the 
Spring of 1971 when h** learned while the make— up wan bcintf put on that ho wao going to 
confront me. 

There paople have power* But they fear and hste. ua* The State asnietant AG \*as 
saying openly that he was going to "got* me* But he chickened out. 

However, I have aeon nowhere any reference to the precedent nature of what has 
already been accomplished in this case with an entirely pro bono defense and with the 

State still interoopting Ray's defense mail. Even after we proved they had been doing it. 
Private ecmmtmlcatlon has been impopoible. And is. 

Again thanks. 



Best regrTOB, 



